History in Cinema
Course Description and General Information

Instructors:  Mr. Whipple, West Salem High School: 2017-2018
Contacting the Instructor:

Phone: (503) 399-5533

Email:  whipple_scott@salkeiz.k12.or.us 

Course Description:

History in Cinema will cover United States history from the Discovery of America, through the 21st century. The content will focus on the major events, personalities, and themes that helped shape the development of the national identity of the United States of America.  Content will be presented through Major Motion Pictures, and supplemented with some reading and research activities.  In order to be in the course, each student must have a signed permission slip on file with the instructor.  This course is an elective that meets the graduation requirement for .5 of Social Science credit, or Elective credit.
Text and Resources:

No text will be used, readings will be distributed by instructor.
Course Guidelines:
During the semester, responsibilities of the students in the class will be as follows.
1. Bring an organized binder with notes, assignments and viewing sheets to class each day.

2. Participate in class discussions with knowledge of the assigned material.

3. Respect the rights of others.

4. Maintain attention to movies at all times.

Assignments, Late work/Make-up Policy:

A variety of assignments will be implemented.  They include practical applications, movie notes, movie summaries, bibliographies, historical analysis, time line comparisons, group activities, and tests & quizzes.  There will be regular quizzes over movie content.  These can occur at any time, and may be unannounced. Tests and assignments missed due to unexcused absences may not be made up.

· Late assignments are subject to receive a maximum of 50% credit.

· Late assignments due to unexcused absences will not be accepted.
“Good morning gentlemen, I am Colonel Robert Gould Shaw. I am your commanding officer. It is a great pleasure to see you all here today. It is my hope that the same courage, spirit, and honor, which has brought us together, will one day restore this Union. May God bless us all.”  Colonel Robert G. Shaw, Glory
Grading Procedures/Attendance Policy
Grading Scale

· 90%-100%=A, 80%-89%=B, 70%-79%=C, 60%-69%=D, -59=F

If you have been absent for any reason, you are still accountable for material and movie notes.  It is the student’s responsibility to find out what has been missed.  (Check with Mr. Whipple before school, prior to class, or Email)  If you have been absent and there is a quiz over the reading or a scheduled test on the day you return, you will be expected to complete either.  Make-ups/retakes may be arranged for a later date depending upon the reason for the absence.
Semester Grades:

Total points on assignments, tests & quizzes……. 85%




Final Exam…………………………………………… 15%

Potential Movie List
Christopher Columbus

Roots

The Patriot

Little Big Man

Dances with Wolves

Glory

North & South

Far & Away

Gettysburg

Gone with the Wind

The Long Riders

Lonesome Dove

Far and Away

The Untouchables

Eight Men Out

Sea Biscuit

Grapes of Wrath

Pearl Harbor

Tora Tora Tora

Midway

The Tuskegee Airmen

The Winds of War

Flags of our Fathers

Schindler’s List

Truman

Mississippi Burning

The Long Walk Home

Malcolm X

Ghosts of Mississippi

Stand by Me

Apollo 13

The Right Stuff

Dr. Strangelove

American Graffiti

Saving Private Ryan

13 Days

JFK

Platoon

Born on the 4th of July

Good Morning Vietnam

Forest Gump

“The white men who wore this came around the time of my grandfather's grandfather. Eventually we drove them out. Then the Mexicans came. But they do not come here any more. In my own time, the Texans. They have been like all the others. They take without asking. But I think you are right. I think they will keep coming. When I think of that, I look at this helmet. I don't know if we are ready for these people. Our country is all that we have, and we will fight to keep it. …” Ten Bears, Dancing with Wolves
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