Honors 20th Century Studies I
Course Description and General Information

Instructor:  Mr. Whipple, West Salem High School: 2017-2018
Contacting the Instructor:

Phone: (503) 399-5533

Email: whipple_scott@salkeiz.k12.or.us 

Class Website: http://whippleclass.weebly.com/
Course Description:

Honors 20th Century Studies I will cover United States history from approximately 1880 through the end of World War II. The content will focus on the major events, personalities, and themes that helped shape the development of the national identity of the United States of America.  

Text and Resources:

The following will be checked out through the library.  America: Pathways to the Present. Prentice Hall; 2007
Course Guidelines:
During the semester, responsibilities of the students in the class will be as follows.

1. Complete assigned readings.  (Readings TBA, weekly)
2. Bring an organized binder and Key Term sheet to class each day.

3. Participate in class discussions with knowledge of the assigned material.

4. Respect the rights of others.

Assignments, Late work/Make-up Policy:

A variety of assignments will be implemented.  They include practical applications, reading summaries, historical analysis, time line comparisons, group activities, in-class essays, and tests & quizzes.  Students will also be expected to express their understanding of content through writing and responding.  Personal perspective journal-type entries will be written, and shared on a regular basis.  There will be regular reading quizzes over assigned material.  These can occur at any time, and may be unannounced. Tests and assignments missed due to unexcused absences may not be made up.

· Late assignments are subject to receive a maximum of 70% credit.
· Each late assignment must be accompanied by a paragraph explaining why it is late.

· Late assignments due to unexcused absences will not be accepted.
“We hold these truths to be self-evident: that all men are created equal; that they are endowed by their Creator with certain unalienable rights; that among these are life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness…” Thomas Jefferson
Grading Procedures/Attendance Policy
Grading Scale

· 90%-100%=A, 80%-89%=B, 70%-79%=C, 60%-69%=D, -59=F

If you have been absent for any reason, you are still accountable for material assigned and it is your responsibility to find out what has been missed.  (Check with Mr. Whipple before school, prior to class, or Email) If you have been absent and there is a quiz over the reading or a scheduled test on the day you return, you will be expected to complete either.  Make-ups/retakes may be arranged for a later date depending upon the reason for the absence.
Semester Grades:

Total points on assignments, tests & quizzes………. 65%




Mini-Projects (3 per semester) ……………………………15%

Final Exam………………………………………………….…… 20%

Mini-Projects

Students will complete 3 mini-projects during the semester.  Materials for the mini-projects will be distributed during the course of the semester.  Total value is 15% of semester grade.  A variety of topics and a variety of style of projects will be available for the student’s selection.  Projects will be research based in nature, and focus students towards a specific facet of 20th century US History. 

Major Units of Study:

Semester 1

Background & Review

Industrialism

Progressivism

Imperialism

World War I

Semester 2

The Roaring 20’s

The Great Depression

Rise of Totalitarianism

World War II & Aftermath
“I have a dream that one day this nation will rise up and live out the true meaning of this creed; We hold these truths to be self evident: that all men are created equal…” Martin Luther King
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